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Coatesville, PA – Tenth Graders from the Coatesville Area Intermediate High School 
enjoyed their first college visits of the 2017-2018 school year in late October. Several 
teachers accompanied students to West Chester University, Millersville University, and 
Villanova University. On each trip, students were able to enjoy a beautiful day getting to 
know a little bit about the college experience. They were encouraged to ask questions of 
their tour guides to get the best understanding of what college life is like. Students ate in 
the dining halls and visited different classrooms. They also attended information sessions 
held by university officials which helped them understand the college application process 
in general.   
 
“College visits give students an opportunity to explore what a college campus looks like 
and what is expected. They are given information on entry requirements and what they 
should be doing in high school. Students are exposed to campus life in the hope that they 
will begin to form opinions and plans on what type, size, and location of a college 
or university that they might want to apply to” said Francine Norman, a guidance counselor at 

the school. Richard Mitchell, assistant principal agreed, stating that “the college visits are an 

opportunity to learn how to visit a college effectively, so that they understand what type of 

school they want to attend.”  

 
For D’Angelo Warner, the college visit was just the thing to jump-start ideas about his 
future. “I am planning on applying to either West Chester or University of Delaware. I want 
to be an engineer because my dad always told me to.” David Chapkovich who visited 
Millersville, was impressed with the music facilities. “They have a really big music hall, and 
I’m big on music, so I found it interesting that they host a bunch of concerts, whether its 
students performing or guest performances. I also heard that the founder of Yamaha went 
to Millersville, and he gave them a bunch of pianos, so they have high quality Yamaha 



pianos for their recording studios.” Chapkovich would like to major in music and plays a 
Yamaha clarinet. Ryan Johnson, who joined Chapkovich on the Millersville trip, said that he 
had a great experience and that the visit helped him to get the process of college 
admissions started for himself.  
 
The college visit program, which is hosted by the Coatesville Area Intermediate High School 
guidance department, is extremely effective in motivating students toward their higher 
goals come graduation time. Students plan to visit the University of Delaware in November 
and then take a break during the winter months before enjoying more college visits in the 
spring.   
 

 
 
Students pose by the Golden Ram at West Chester University.  
 



 
 
Students pay close attention to their tour guide as they consider “Seizing the Opportunity” at 
Millersville and in college.  
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